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CIA wo rked with suspected drug traffickers 

9v John Oiamnnri CfA allowed its Contra contacts ocmsinnntiv irK' «tn/1 _ A A t . * . 


Sy John Diamond 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A second 
volume of a CIA study into 
agency connections to 
Nicaraguan Contras in the 1980s 
supports earlier conclusions that 
the agency continued to work 
with individual rebels suspected 
of drug trafficking. 

Growing out or a hotiy disputed 
newspaper account about the 
spread of crack cocaine in Ameri¬ 
can cities, the CIA inspector gen¬ 
eral’s report confirmed earlier 
conclusions that there was no evi¬ 
dence any CIA officials engaged 
in drug trafficking with Contra 
rebels, a U.S. intelligence official 
said Friday. 

Both findings were contained in 
the first volume of the report 
released in January and stemming 
from a 1996 series in The San 
Jose Mercury-News that alleged a 
“dark alliance” between the CIA 
and Contra-connected drug deal¬ 
ers. Tire series created an uproar, 
particularly in black communi¬ 
ties, over the suggestion that the 


CfA allowed its Contra contacts 
to engineer the spread of crack 
cocaine in poor urban neighbor¬ 
hoods. 

The newspaper later stated that 
the series was flawed and reas¬ 
signed the reporter. 

The 500-page second volume of 
the CIA inspector’s report 
remains classified because it con¬ 
tains detailed information about 
CIA contacts and sources who 
helped the agency through much 
of the civil war against the com¬ 
munist Sandinista government in 
Nicaragua. It has been reviewed 
by the House and Senate Intelli¬ 
gence committees. 

The New York Times described 
the report’s findings in Friday’s 
editions. 

A U.S. intelligence official, 
who spoke today on condition of 
anonymity, said while the first 
volume focused on — and 
debunked — the so-called Cali¬ 
fornia connection, the second vol¬ 
ume goes into greater detail on 
the agency’s contacts in 
Nicaragua. 

The study found that the CIA 


occasionaiiy received reports and 
allegations, some of them origi¬ 
nating in newspapers, of drug 
trafficking by Contra rebels or 
supporters. In all, 50 of these peo¬ 
ple came under suspicion and the 
agency continued to work with 
about two dozen of diem. 

The inspector general’s report 
criticizes the CIA for poor record¬ 
keeping; the report was unable to 
determine how many of the 50 
individuals were further investi¬ 
gated by the CIA after allegations 
surfaced. The report also notes 


that more recent CIA regulations 
governing dealings with poten¬ 
tially unsavory sources would 
require such inquiries and better 
record-keeping. 

The intelligence official said no 
one should be surprised that some 
of the guerrilla operators with 
whom the CIA had to deal in Cen¬ 
tral America in the early 1980s 
were unsavory. The official added 
that records are less than perfect 
on whether inquiries were done 
on some of those people. 

Much of the substance of the 


inspector’s report was also 
brought to light in 1987 by a Sen¬ 
ate committee investigation. 

Despite frequent criticism about 
some of its sources and contacts, 
the CIA insists, as a matter of pol¬ 
icy, on the right to gain informa¬ 
tion from potential or even known 
lawbreakers. 

You may choose to maintain a 
relationship with them because of 
the high value of the intelligence 
you receive,” the intelligence 
official said. 

CIA regulations require 


detailed reporting to congres¬ 
sional oversight committees. In 
some cases, the CIA relationship 
with suspected Contra drug traf¬ 
fickers was reported to Congress 
at the time, the official said. 

CIA Director George Tenet has- 
not made a decision on whether to 
release a declassified version of" 
the second volume. The report is- 
so filled with references to confi¬ 
dential sources and methods that 
agency officials are concerned the 
redacted version “may look like 
Swiss cheese.” 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 






